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Newsletter of the Buffalo Thunderbird Club August 2017 

The Birds Nest 
D e d i c a t e d  t o  T h u n d e r b i r d  E n t h u s i a s t s  

Another tremendous All Thunderbird show is in the books! 
Don Vincent — Newsletter Editor 

Show field shots...see more throughout this newsletter  

Well, that was a party that ended way too soon!!! The 32nd Annual All Thunderbird 

Show is in the books, and the new location provided by the great folks at Magruders, 

beautiful weather all weekend long and 50 Thunderbirds in attendance combined for 

one of our best shows ever! Thanks to all club members and spectators for your partici-

pation and support to help make this show a huge success once again this year! A 

splendid time was indeed 

had by all!   

The show field covered all 

the T’Bird generations 

with 15 Classic Baby Birds, 

10 Retros and another 18 

across the Vintage 1958-

66 classes.  Show cars 

were driven from as far 

away as Cleveland OH and 

Vestal NY, each over 180 

miles away. 
… continued on page 2 

Upcoming Events 
———————————————— 

Tues Aug 29—Sun Sept 3 
24th Annual ITC Convention 

Ft Wayne Indiana 
———————————————— 

Sat September 9 
12PM Sonnenberg Gardens 

Canandaigua NY 
Followed by 

4PM Dinner / Meeting 
Red Osier 

Stafford NY 

See pg 3 for details 
———————————————— 

Sat October 7 
Annual Fall Picnic 

Details TBD 

Club Officers 
President 

Todd Ruth        716-803-1965               
truth_inbflo@hotmail.com 

Vice-President & ITC NEDA 
Tom Hueston    585-723-0173 
Thomashueston@yahoo.com 

Acting Treasurer  
Todd Ruth        716-803-1965               
truth_inbflo@hotmail.com 

Secretary  
Don Vincent    716-704-5621 

don44vincent@aol.com 

VTCI Rep 
Gregg Zimmerman 716-633-1396     

classicarz@aol.com 

CTCI Rep 
Bill Crane           716-631-0314  
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One of the hits at this year’s show was a brand new trophy for Buffalo’s Shiniest Car, sponsored by Joe Kennedy’s Auto 

Beauty Center   325 S Elmwood Ave, Buffalo, NY 14201 . Joe was kind enough to contact yours truly after seeing our car 

show advertisement in the Buffalo News, and offered to sponsor the award for our show and supply a trophy for the       

winner.  The winner was selected by ITC President Bart Bartasavich and the trophy was awarded to longtime BTC member 

Hilda Moe for her gorgeous ‘55 with custom embedded-glass paint job!  Simply stunning! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Check out our club Facebook 
page and the Photo Gallery 
on the BTC Website for lots 
more pictures from the 2017 
show. 

The pre-show crew on Saturday afternoon after setting out the raffle baskets and stuff-
ing goodie bag items. From left, Rich DeMarco, Nancy Crane, Brandon Reddy, Gregg 

Zimmerman, Bill Crane, Don Vincent, Hank Levan, Todd Ruth, Tom Hueston, Bart Barta-
savich, Art Lorbeer, Wendee Lorbeer, and Vera Bartasavich. 

https://www.facebook.com/Joe-Kennedys-Auto-Beauty-Center-124043077734096/
https://www.facebook.com/Joe-Kennedys-Auto-Beauty-Center-124043077734096/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Joe+Kennedy's+Auto+Beauty+Center/@42.8939567,-78.8770765,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x246d32d41d98e81a!8m2!3d42.8939567!4d-78.8770765
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BuffaloThunderbirdClub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BuffaloThunderbirdClub/
http://buffalothunderbirdclub.org/Photo-Gallery.php


8/14/2017       Facebook: Buffalo Thunderbird Club                                                                www.buffalothunderbirdclub.org               Page 3     

 

Please support our sponsor 

Next Club Outing is Saturday September 9! 

We have a super afternoon’s worth of activities planned in 
the Rochester and Finger Lakes region for Saturday          

September 9. First stop is the Sonnenberg Gardens and 
Mansion in beautiful downtown Canandaigua NY. Meet up 
time there is 12PM. Don Vincent will lead a group heading 
east out from the Magruders parking lot on Broadway in  

Depew, traveling on Rt. 20, to Canandaigua.  
Departure time 10AM SHARP! Contact Don at 716-7O4-5621 

don44vincent@aol.com if you plan to join in.   
We’ll plan to grab a bite somewhere en-route prior to        

visiting the museum grounds. 

Next we have a table reserved at 4PM at the Red Osier   
6492 Main St (Rt. 5), Stafford, NY 14143 just east of Batavia, 
for an early dinner and business meeting. The Red Osier is 

about an hour’s drive heading west from Canandaigua. This 
is a great full service restaurant specializing in steaks and 

seafood. We’ll be ordering from their extensive menu.  Tom 
Hueston (585-723-O173 thomashueston@yahoo.com) is 

handling the restaurant reservations so PLEASE be sure to 
let him know if you’re planning to attend as this is a very 

popular spot! HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

Support the fight against Ovarian Cancer and buy a 
raffle ticket to win a  
1965 Thunderbird! 
Raffle Ticket Info 

TealPower Thunderbird Info 

Show and Cruise News magazine has gone totally    

digital and their latest edition is always available on 

their website.  Be sure to bookmark it and check back 

often to stay up-to-date on all the latest local and     

regional news on Rod, Custom and Classic Car Events! 

The magazine is a BIG download due to the tons of 

photos, but well worth it! 

First in Class winner Sam Ciraolo’s bronze 1977 Big Bird. Sharp! 

http://www.sonnenberg.org/
http://www.sonnenberg.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sonnenberg+Gardens+%26+Mansion+State+Historic+Park/@42.8862437,-77.3246047,14.13z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf99933ba02d76db2!8m2!3d42.8969379!4d-77.2743187
https://redosier.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Red+Osier+Landmark+Restaurant/@42.9796491,-78.0531088,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x58f397d1ce177263!8m2!3d42.9796491!4d-78.0531088
https://raffles.ticketprinting.com/raffle.jsp?raffleID=3519
https://www.facebook.com/TealPowerHotrod/
http://www.showandcruisenews.com/
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2017 Season Schedule of Buffalo Thunderbird Club Events, 
 Other Suggested Cruises, Car Shows and Conventions 

Tuesday 8/29—Sunday 9/3 ITC Convention Fort Wayne Indiana  
Saturday 9/9 12PM Sonnenberg Gardens Canandaigua NY followed by Early Dinner / Business Meeting 4PM 
at Red Osier Rt 5 Stafford NY See pg 3 for details 

Thursday 9/14—Sunday 9/17 VTCI Concours Convention  Atlanta GA   
Saturday 10/7 BTC Annual Picnic details TBD – Officer Nominations ! 

Saturday 11/4 6PM Officer Elections and Annual Holiday Party Magruders Pub 4995 Broadway Depew, 
NY 14043! 
Saturday 12/9 BTC Meeting details TBD 
If you have any suggestions for cruise nights or car shows to be added to our calendar please contact the 
Newsletter Editor. Happy Cruisin’ ! 

(Left) 2017 Best in Show winner Jimmy Syruws and (right) People’s Choice winner Hank Levan receive their trophies from 
BTC President Todd Ruth, VP Tom Hueston and ITC President Bart Bartasavich. Both winners are proud Retrobird owners!  

...more from the 2017 Show Field 

http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/event/itc-convention-fort-wayne-indiana-august-29-september-3-2017/?instance_id=12
http://vintagethunderbirdclub.net/events.htm
http://www.magruders.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4995+Broadway,+Depew,+NY+14043/@42.9012991,-78.6923258,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x89d30ae888373e33:0xa31e4f6d6bc36fe1%218m2%213d42.9012991%214d-78.6901371
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4995+Broadway,+Depew,+NY+14043/@42.9012991,-78.6923258,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x89d30ae888373e33:0xa31e4f6d6bc36fe1%218m2%213d42.9012991%214d-78.6901371
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Cars For Sale 

2004 Ford Thunderbird  
One owner, 8,475 original miles. Merlot with 
Sand Package. Top was changed to Merlot be-
cause the Sand top was getting stains just from 
lowering and raising top. Summer driven only, 
never driven in rain, stored winters in heated 
garage on car skates. Tires replaced in 2014 
with 55 Series Michelins, which give a better 
ride and fill the wheel wells better than a 50 
Series tire. Is in the 2017 Squarebirds calendar. 
Merlot Hardtop was removed first week, and 
has been on the factory stand with cover in the 
garage since. $24,000 Obo.  

elijahbird7@gmail.com. In Northeast Illinois. 
Prefer email correspondence first, since I tend not to answer the phone unless I know the caller. Jim Elijah 8/17 

 

1966 Ford Thunderbird Convertible 

Selling due to ill health. The car is in pristine 
condition and is a Senior car in ITC. It features a 
rare Tonneau cover. At shows it normally takes 
first place. Everything is working with the ex-
ception of the Cruise Control. It has new tires, 
brakes, paint, shocks, front end components, 
springs, complete engine rebuild, complete 
transmission rebuild, etc, and is extremely reli-
able. Last year for the convertible T-Bird! 
  
Asking $32,750 for the car or best reasonable 
offer. I would love the car to go to a good 
home. Currently it has 55,000 original miles on 
it. John Rowe 845-889-4054. 7/17 

 

 

1956 Ford Thunderbird 
312 V-8 Automatic (24,100 orig. miles), Colo-
nial White (w/ porthole hard top incl.) w/ black 
and white interior, black soft top, aftermarket 
AC and real wire wheels and custom made to 
match- center console w/ storage and cup 
holders, power windows/seats/steering and 
brakes, also comes with lots of car show extras.  
Contact: Rusty or Nancy 412-881-5864  
theoceancaptain4@aol.com $60,000 Firm 7/17 
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More Cars For Sale 

1956 Thunderbird 

Frame off restoration done 5 years ago: In storage since. Fully restored engine, interior, transmission. Has both 
tops. Black exterior, WW tires. $35,000. Contact Jerre Walker 716-652-2085. 8/17 

 
1957 Thunderbird 
Restored, all options. 312 engine, both tops. Black with red interior. Excellent runner. Many extras. $38,000 Contact 
Larry Gee at 716-754-7854 8/17 

 
2003 Ford Thunderbird (pictured) 
Call 561-386-8689 Car is located in Okeechobee 
FL 7/17 

 

2003 Ford Thunderbird  
Less than 20,000 original miles, merlot with tan 
leather, always garaged, no winters, no acci-
dents, hardtop with stand, excellent through-
out. Asking $20,500. Art Lewis, (616) 826-3968, 
artklewis@gmail.com 7/17 
 
 

1962 Ford Thunderbird HT. Freshly rebuilt engine by United Engine Specialists, Cruise-O-Matic over-

hauled by Fishers. Black Landau top over Rangoon Red body with Kelsey-Hayes type wires and whitewalls.  
A beautiful car at $12,500.00 Steve 316-651-5482 7/17 
 

1964 Ford Thunderbird HT Landau, 390, good floor pans, rust intrunk, needs restored. In Wichita 

$2,000.00 (316) 263-9395 7/17 
 

Parts For Sale 

1957 Seat Foam set. (NEW) Contact Jim Greenwood Phone 941-505-8213 jimjudyg@hotmail 7/17 

Special Thanks to Matt Dombrowski, 

Shannon Buona and everyone at           

Magruders for helping us make the     

32nd Annual All Thunderbird Show            

a HUGE success!  

Magruders Pub  
4995 Broadway Depew, NY 14043 

If you have a party or other event to plan, 

why not make it Magruders! 
Another 2017 First in Class winner Andy Maraszek’s 

beautiful 1968 Landau, restoration by Danner Collision. 

mailto:artklewis@gmail.com
http://www.magruders.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4995+Broadway,+Depew,+NY+14043/@42.9012991,-78.6923258,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x89d30ae888373e33:0xa31e4f6d6bc36fe1%218m2%213d42.9012991%214d-78.6901371
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Parent Club Corner 

Vintage Thunderbird Club International 
 2017 Concours Convention  
Sept 14-17 Atlanta  http://

vintagethunderbirdclub.net/events.htm 

International Thunderbird Club  
2017 Convention Aug 29 –Sept 3 

http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/news
-events/ 

 Don, Todd and Hank enjoying the mid-afternoon down-
pour at the Amherst Rotary Show on July 23. They did 

NOT win the wet TShirt contest, although Todd and 
Hank both swam away with awards! Congrats! 

And a couple more shots from the 2017 show field,  
including the “Rebirth of a 1955” Thunderbird, present 

at its first show in many years! 

http://vintagethunderbirdclub.net/events.htm
http://vintagethunderbirdclub.net/events.htm
http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/news-events/
http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/news-events/
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 BTC club officers Todd Ruth, Tom Hueston and Don Vincent are heading to Ft Wayne Indiana Aug 29—Sept 3 to 
attend the 24th Annual ITC Convention. This is in preparation for our local chapter’s hosting our Annual All Thun-

derbird Show as part of the 2018 ITC Convention, to be held right here in the Buffalo region! 

Plans are already well underway, and our experience in Ft Wayne will help ensure that we have a successful All 
Thunderbird Show once again in 2018, but this time we’re going “International”!  

Watch this space for all the latest on the 2018 ITC Convention! 


